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A good one.  That is the simplest way for me to answer the question, “What kind of teacher do I want to be?”  I realize there are a number of factors and experiences and plenty of work to do before achieving such a distinction, but that is the goal.  What do I mean by “good?”  I suppose it means more than distributing information to students.  To me, it’s bringing an enthusiasm, an excitement to the subject to keep it fresh and interesting.  Aside from getting them the necessary information to move on in life, I would like to challenge students in a way that would see them want to do better.  In my own life, I had teachers I can point to and say “he helped me do this” or “she helped me see that” or “the way she helped me see this changed the way I thought about it.”  Those teachers shaped my life in a number of ways and helped in countless ways, many I’m not even aware of, I’m sure.  If I could be the type of teacher who helps students to achieve more in life, or occasionally inspires them to simply take more of an interest in the world around them, it would make me happy.  

There are plenty of reasons I want to teach.   The first set is more practical.  After five years in an office, doing similar things every day, I want to do something that constantly challenges me.  I have been told more than once “every day is different.”  That excites me.  Also, I have always enjoyed helping young people and tend to get along with them.  Third, there’s the matter of the subjects I’m interested in teaching.  I find history and politics endlessly interesting and love to read and learn as much as I can about them.  I can talk about and debate (see: argue about) them and find the experiences enriching.  These subjects do not get old to me and there is always more to know.  Teaching would also be a way for me to become more directly involved in the community.  These things, plus the nature of the school schedule, appeal to me on a certain level.

On another, more idealistic level, I have always considered the profession a noble one and hold public service in general in high regard.  To have an opportunity to share my passion for history and the other social studies while helping young people provides me a worthy pursuit.  And I think it’s important to understand the world around you and the world that came before you.  It is not always easy to see how events in history or the wider world have relevance to our own lives.  To make it evident, to make it come alive, even if only for a moment, and help a young person understand and hopefully help them on their way seems a great challenge.  Context is important in life and can help illuminate the path.  These subjects can provide some of that context.  Helping others find the tools to think about the world and go on to bigger and better opportunities seems gratifying.
The idea that I might seriously be interested in teaching is relatively new to me.  Friends and acquaintances have been mentioning for years that I should consider the idea but, for one reason or another, I gave it only passing attention.  Then a couple of things happened.  First, President Obama, in a state of the union address, called for young people who wanted to make a difference to go into teaching.  That got me to visit a few websites and ponder the possibility but it ultimately rested in the back of my mind.  It wasn’t until my uncle, an English and social studies teacher for some thirty years who loved what he did, addressed the issue and told me I should become a teacher that I took action. 
The affect my uncle had on my decision to pursue teaching is but one example of the influence family, both immediate and extended, has played in my life.  It’s difficult to overstate their role.  Among other things, they gave me a stable home, a sense of responsibility, a sense of humor, a fundamental curiosity and high expectations, both moral and otherwise.  They nurtured in me a sense that learning was of the highest importance and that it is a good thing to be interested in the world.  We always traveled and sought out new places and experiences – a practice I continue to this day.  These things have helped give my life direction and purpose and continue to serve me.  They keep me humble remind me that most things should not be taken too seriously, especially myself.  

Beyond those things, my mother was a teacher for a time and my father trained to be one.  She became director of a public museum and he a civil servant.  My uncle and two cousins are teachers.  Another cousin taught in Hungary.  My grandfather was a teacher and I have them scattered throughout my family tree.  Education has always been valued in my family.  So I have tried to continue mine even after graduating from the University of Wisconsin and now find myself interested in helping other people attain theirs.  
So why is it important to develop a philosophy for good multicultural teaching?  Well, this assignment presents a first clue.  It presents a history of where we have been and who we are because of those experiences and influences.  I have just shared a bit about myself and acknowledged the importance of family, friends, community, media and so on had in shaping who I am.  Others have entirely different backgrounds with other influences and, therefore, different ways of seeing and interacting with the world.  One can see these things by traveling to other states or countries but also by simply looking around and observing one’s own community.  My travels and experiences have taught me a great deal about acknowledging and taking pleasure in what different cultures have to offer and the way they approach things, but they also taught me a simple maxim that I try to follow with respect: “people are people” and they are more alike than different.  Still, if someone from my background is going to reach someone of any number of other backgrounds, it makes sense that we be able to relate, or at least communicate, with one another.  Developing such a philosophy is a way to communicate effectively and consistently across the multitude of backgrounds.  It’s a way to bridge the divide and, hopefully, make a difference.  
